
 

 

 

BUILDING TO SERVE 
 

Equipping St Mary’s Chipping Norton to serve 
our whole community for generations to come 

 

“sharing the life-changing love of Jesus, serving our whole community” 

 

At St Mary’s, we have an exciting vision to serve our community in an ambitious and 
creative way at a time of substantially increasing need for many… 

For nearly eight hundred years, thanks to the sacrificial giving and support of both 
worshipping and wider communities down the generations, St Mary’s Church has existed as 
a building to serve the town of Chipping Norton, both as a place of worship and as a focus 
for the benevolent activities of the church family. Over those centuries, the building and its 
furniture have been intermittently adapted and developed to meet the changing needs of the 
community that it serves. Throughout the decades, the people of the church have also gone 
out actively from the church buildings themselves and addressed the changing needs of the 
community both physically and materially through the establishment of schools, almshouses, 
facilities for the vulnerable and various charitable bodies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This work continues today and the need is growing.  Behind the town’s emerging reputation 
for wealth and prosperity lies a darker under belly of cyclical deprivation. Chipping Norton 
is ranked as the most deprived neighbourhood in the whole of West Oxfordshire.  
Opportunities for children and young people rank in the bottom 10% of the country, and 
employment prospects for school leavers in the lowest 5% in the country.  In the past few 
years many local authority services have been withdrawn from the town despite the growing 
need. 

Since 2017 St Mary’s has been supporting vulnerable families, through the primary school, 
providing practical assistance to a significant number of households and children.  Through 
this support we have learnt more about specific needs in the town and how to address them, 
both as a church, and through networking with other key agencies in the town.  This 
experience has informed our vision.  At the same time the congregation is largely in 
agreement that the church requires dramatic improvements to address poor heating, uneven 



 

 

flooring and limited engagement in church services due to inflexible seating.  This has been 
in the pipeline since 2006 as phase 3 of Living Stones1. 

Once in every hundred years or so some of us are given the extraordinary privilege of being 
able to invest tangibly, not only in people’s lives in the here and now, but in the growth of 
God’s kingdom for the next hundred years.  The social transformation in the 18th and 19th 
century came when God moved churches to invest in building schools and hospitals.  Many 
of our children continue to reap the benefits of their efforts generations later.   

We have a rare opportunity to continue in this tradition forged by generous benefactors of 
the past, to dig deep and rise to the challenge of meeting the new needs of the community as 
they present themselves in our own generation and in the generations to come. 

Our vision is two-fold: 

1) to convert the old NatWest bank, on Market Street, into a visible, vibrant and accessible 
‘Hub’ in the Centre of Chipping Norton where we can work out our mission of serving 
the community, meeting the needs of the most vulnerable, through practical support.  
 

2) to enhance our historic church building, enabling it to serve better as both a place of 
worship and as a valuable resource for the town, equipped for today’s needs and for those 
of future generations.  

 

We would love you to catch this vision and join with us as we seek to 
transform the lives of those most in need in Chipping Norton! 

 

What will this achieve? 

1) Enable St Mary’s to serve the community through the creation of a warm and welcoming 
café style drop in area supported by meeting rooms and office facilities spread over 3 
floors with a garden:  
 

✓ Addressing the material and social needs of the most vulnerable (young families, elderly, unemployed 
and working poor, those in debt crises, homeless, addicts) by providing advice, support and practical 
courses. 

✓ Mitigating against social isolation and loneliness by cultivating community through open invitation 
social gatherings.  

 
1
 www.stmaryscnorton.com/church-building-and-history.php 



 

 

✓ Providing a space for the growing numbers of youth we serve to meet after school and in their holidays.   

✓ Placing our outward-facing ministries in 
the centre of the community to be more 
accessible and visible. 

✓ Accommodating our growing church staff 
team who are serving those in greatest 
need in the community, but lack sufficient 
desk space. 

✓ Offering small businesses/sole 
traders/social action groups versatile 
rentable workspace which will in turn 
provide sustainability for other aspects of 
this vision. 

 

2) Respond  to the evolving needs of our growing congregation and making the church 
accessible to the wider community by: 

✓ Creating more versatile and inclusive worship space – removing 
the uncomfortable church pews, and opening up the church for 
more flexible arrangements for services as well as concerts and 
café style courses. 

✓ Installing under-floor heating, and improving hazardous  
flooring, so worshippers will no longer be cold during the  
winter months. 

✓ Improving church access through the porch with the  
installation of a glass door which will further promote warmth. 

✓ Creating a catering facility to improve refreshments during 
services and enable the provision of meals for other courses and 
events that the church is used for. 

✓ Extending and improving the parking arrangements to enable 
better traffic flow on a Sunday morning.  

 

What will it cost? 

A fully developed business plan is being prepared.  As headline figures, the different aspects 
of the project will require an estimated total funding of: 

1. Acquisition of the high street property:     £500,000 

2. Renovation of high street property:     £2,300,000  (estimate) 

3. Renovation of church building:                   £750,000 

4. Professional fees, initial operating costs + 10% contingency  £732,200 

  TOTAL         £4.3 million 

Artist’s impression from 2008 of how the church might look  



 

 

What now…? 

We are extremely grateful for gifts and pledges that we have already received which have 
allowed us to purchase the Old NatWest bank and begin to develop architectural plans.  We 
are now embarking on a capital fundraising campaign to meet the full costs of the project.  
Our prayer is that, in addition to any giving from within the church family, we will also 
receive significant funding through philanthropic donations from within the wider 
community and applications to grants and trusts.   

At this stage, we would like to enable everybody to feel part of this opportunity to shape the 
future of our church here. We are therefore encouraging the congregation to consider 
prayerfully how God may lead them to support the project. The diagram below gives an 
indication of the impact even a relatively small monthly contribution can make over a 5 year 
period.    

 

Amount donated 

per month  
Monthly donation + 

gift aid 
Size of gift 

over 5 yrs 
No. of donors 

at this level 
Total value 

of gifts  

£13 £17 £1000 20 £20,000 

£33 £42 £2,500 20 £50,000 

£67 £83 £5,000 20 £100,000 

£100 £125 £7,500 20 £150,000 

£200 £250 £15,000 12 £180,000 

£333 £417 £25,000 8 £200,000 

£400 £500 £30,000 7 £210,000 

 

There will be a formal opportunity for the congregation to make a pledge sometime next year 
(at a Gift Day) by which time we will have a clearer target to put before the church family, 
having taken into account income from other sources. If, however, you would like to discuss 
your support sooner or indeed would like any further information please do speak to 
Georgina Orchard.   Please email Georgina to arrange a meeting.  She would be delighted to 
have an opportunity talk to you in more detail.

 
Georgina Orchard 
Campaign Director 
St Mary’s Church, Church Street 
Chipping Norton, OX7 5NT 
  
georgina.orchard@stmaryscnorton.com 

 
James Kennedy 
Vicar 
St Mary’s Church, Church Street 
Chipping Norton, OX7 5NT 
  
james.kennedy@stmaryscnorton.com

 


