
 

4 

Services on Sunday 15 December 2019 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
St Mary’s  8am Holy Communion (BCP)  Leading:  Rev David Salter 
       Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 (Barbara Ambrose)  Gospel:  Matthew 3:1-12 
 

St James’ Chapel Over Norton  9.15am  Carol Service  Leadinnnng: Rev T Artis 
                                                

St Mary’s  10.45am  Holy Communion (with Sparklers, Ignite, OneWay & Ablaze)  
           Leading: Rev James Kennedy          Preaching: Rev Roger Simpson                                  
Reading:  Matthew 3: 1-12  (Clare MacInnes)   Prayers: (Emma Fourie) 
     Carols by Candlelight   6pm in Church  followed by mulled wine & mince pies    

St Mary’s is a caring fellowship  
Being a member of a Small Group is the best way to make sure you are both cared for, and 

able to care for others. For more information about joining a group please email 
smallgroups@stmaryscnorton.com. Otherwise, if you or anyone you know is sad or unwell, 

in hospital or in need of any other support, please let the Church Office know. We have a 
team of pastoral visitors who would love to help. 

Financial Giving 
If you would like to give to support the mission and ministry of St Mary’s,  may we encourage you to 
join our planned giving  scheme. If you are a UK taxpayer you may be able to add Gift Aid which in-
creases your giving by 25%. Please pick up a leaflet to explore ways to give or you can give online at 
https://my.give.net/donations 

 ursula.simpson@stmaryscnorton.com 
Tel: 01608 674541  (Mon-Wed) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Office 
St Mary’s Parish Rooms, Church Street, 

Chipping Norton OX7 5NT 
(Office hours 09.00-11.30  weekday mornings) 

Registered charity no.: 1132070   

Clergy Team 
 

Team Rector of Chipping Norton Benefice: 
Rev Dr James Kennedy                                          
 vicar@stmaryscnorton.com 
Tel: 01608 642688 

N.B. James takes his rest day on a Friday   
Curates 

Rev Martha Simpson    
 martha.simpson@stmaryscnorton.com 
Tel: 01608 645668  Works: Mon, Tues & Thurs 
  Rev Toby Artis                                                 
 toby.artis@stmaryscnorton.com 
Tel: 01608  646814 
 N.B. Toby takes his rest day on a Saturday 
Rev Judith Marshall    
 judith.marshall@stmaryscnorton.com 
Tel: 01608 643303   
 N.B. Judith takes her rest day on a Monday 
 

Team Vicar of Kingham & Churchill: 
Rev David Salter  
 david.w.salter@btinternet.com   
 Tel: 01608 658852 
N.B. David takes his rest day on Friday   
Team  Minister: 
Rev Ursula Simpson 

Youth, Children & Families      
    Jonny Lowe (Youth Worker) 
 youth@stmaryscnorton.com 
Tel:  01608 645668 
        N.B. Jonny takes his rest day on a Saturday 

 

    (Children and Families Worker) 
 children@stmaryscnorton.com 
Tel:  01608 645668 
Catherine Spring (School and Community 
   Support Worker) 
 catherine.spring@stmaryscnorton.com 
Tel:  01608 645668 

 

Office  
Church Administrator 

Emma Bayley 
 office@stmaryscnorton.com  
Tel. 01608 646202 

 

Administrative  Manager (and Finance) 
      Emily O’Shea 
       finance@stmaryscnorton.com 
       Tel. 01608  645668 
 
Churchwardens  

Graham Povey, Tim Woolcock 
  churchwarden@stmaryscnorton.com 

Contacting St Mary’s 
Website: www.stmaryscnorton.com 
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                8th December 2019 

                2nd Sunday of Advent       

            Morning Worship 

We love having families of all 

ages in our 10.45am service. All children and 

youth are welcome to join our groups: Sparklers 

(under 3s), Ignite (3-5 years), One Way (6-11 

years) and Ablaze (youth aged 11-16 years).  

Signs and Surprises: 
What does it look like to get ready? 

 

Matthew 3:8 - Produce fruit in keeping with repentance   

Welcome to today’s  service! 
Our advent season continues with another passage that brings 

both incredible hope and a stark warning. Part of the  

wonderful news that John the Baptist shares with us is that 

Jesus came to baptise with the Holy Spirit, who - when we 

turn to Jesus (‘repent’) - will immerse us, empowering and 

equipping us to grow ever more into his likeness. The  

warning, though, is that when Jesus comes again, this time 

he will come in judgment. The image John gives us of the 

coming judgment is of a tree and its fruit. Repentance is no 

passive cerebral process, it's a whole life thing. If the 

tree does not show fruit, it will be chopped down and thrown 

on the bonfire. Anyone whose life doesn't bear fruit in 

keeping with repentance will not escape the coming judge-

ment. Praise God, though, that he has chosen to spare anyone 

who turns to Jesus and places their trust in him. What  

tremendous comfort that brings. So let’s heed the right now 

warning and be sure that our lives are always bearing fruit 

for Jesus in the way that our love for God 

and the people around us plays out... 

 

James Kennedy (Vicar) 

mailto:smallgroups@stmaryscnorton.com
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********************NOTICES******************** 

Praying around the Deanery.      This week: St Andrew’s Great Rollright 
Please pray for Janet Faull, Janet Collins, Wendy Cunningham & Keith Disney and 
the Church Warden Sarah Durham. 

         Services This Sunday:  8 December 2019 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
St Mary’s  8am Holy Communion (BCP)  Leading:  Rev James Kennedy 
       Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 (Andy Thomson)  Gospel:  Matthew 3:1-12 
 

St James’ Chapel Over Norton  (No service on 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays) 
                                                

St Mary’s  10.45am  Morning Worship (with Sparklers, Ignite, OneWay & Ablaze)  
           Leading: Rev Martha Simpson          Preaching: Rev James Kennedy                                  
Reading:  Matthew 3: 1-12  (Lionel/Fiona Rossington)   Prayers: (Sandra Cutting) 
     Church Lunch  12.45pm in Parish Rooms.   All welcome. 

Praying for the Old Bank 
The doors of the Old Bank, 16 Market Place, will be opened for prayer every  
Monday from 12 to 1pm, Starting on Mon 18 November.  Please feel free to come 
in for a time of informal and independent prayer, to pray into God's vision for  
redeveloping the bank to serve the community from the heart of the community and 
share Jesus's life-changing love with the people of Chipping Norton and beyond. A 
portable heater will be installed for those concerned about keeping warm! 

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS - MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO A LOCAL FAMILY THIS 
CHRISTMAS 
We know in the past as a church family you have loved the opportunity to give in a 
practical way to those who are less fortunate at Christmas.  Normally we have done 
this for our CAP clients, but this year they are gifting them with a box of biscuits and 
vouchers and empowering them to make their own choices.  This year we will be 
preparing a number of hampers for families who are known to us, or who Health Vis-
itors have referred.  If you would like to buy an item/items to add to these hampers 
then please TAKE A LABEL(S) FROM THE CHRISTMAS TREE IN THE COFFEE 
AREA.  It would be wonderful if you could buy the item on the label and bring it to 
church before the 21st December (or to the Parish Offices during weekday morn-
ings).  These will then be packed and delivered in the few days before Christmas 
and be a real blessing to families who are our neighbours.  Thank you! 
 
CALLING ALL ANGELS, SHEPHERDS & KINGS! 
It is that time of year when we dust down our halos and get out the tea towels and 
crowns!  We would love to know if your child would like to be part of the 
CHRISTINGLE NATIVITY this year.  There will be a rehearsal on Sunday 22nd at 
the 10.45am service, and then at 2pm on the 24th, before the service which is 
at 4pm on CHRISTMAS EVE.  No need to learn lines, and all costumes provided. If 
you are available and your children would like to take part please could you email  
martha.simpson@stmaryscnorton.com   
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CHURCH DIARY 
FOR NEXT WEEK: 9—14 Decemb er 2019 

 

Mon 9 Dec   Prayer in The Old Bank  (12noon—1pm) 

     Come for Tea  (2.30-4pm in Parish Rooms) 

                       PCC Budget Meeting  (7.30-9.30pm in Parish Rooms) 
 

Tue 10 Dec   Out to Lunch   (1pm in Parish Rooms) 
 

Wed 11 Dec  St Mary’s Minis   (10—11.30am in Parish Rooms) 

                       Old Bank Open Day  (10 –12noon & 5—7pm in Old Bank) 

                       CAP Hair cutting  (12—2.30pm in Parish Rooms) 
                   

Thu 12 Dec   Midweek Communion + coffee  (10am in Parish Rooms) 
                      CAP Life Skills  (11.30-3pm in Parish Rooms) 

                      Adderbury Ensemble Concert with Craig Ogden (7.30 in church) 

                         Tickets £16/£5 students from Jaffee & Neale or on the Door) 
                                               

Fri 13 Dec    Minis Movers  (8.30-10am in St Mary’s School Hall) 
                       Remix Youth Club  (3.15-4.45pm at Glyme Hall) 

                     Carol Service Practice  (7.30pm in Parish Rooms) 
                     . 

              CALENDAR OF FURTHER EVENTS   

 

Sun 15 Dec  Carol Service  (6pm in the Church)  Set up & run-through from  

Mon 16 Dec  Over Norton’s Carols on the Green (6.30pm)            3.30pm 

Tue 17 Dec   CN School’s Carol Service  (7pm in the Church.Practice from 6pm 

Wed 18 Dec  St Mary’s Minis crib service (10am in Church followed by Party in  

        The Parish Rooms) 

              St Mary’s School’s Carol Service  (6pm in the Church) 

Thu 19 Dec Christmas Thursday Communion + lunch (11am in Parish Rooms 

                    Lawrence Home Nursing Team’s Carols Service (7pm in Church) 

Mon 23 Dec Christingle Making  (10.30-12noon in Parish Rooms) 

Tue 24 Dec  Setting up for Christingle service  (12noon in Church) 

                      Christingle Rehearsal  (2pm in Church) 

    Christingle Service   (4pm in Church) 

                      Midnight Communion  (11.30pm in Church) 

Wed 25 Dec  Christmas Holy Communion (BCP)  (8am in Church) 

                      Christmas Family Celebration  (10.45am in Church) 
                       

              For further information please contact the Church Office 

 

Please read Jo Graves’ blue notice  about Children’s Society boxes and 
Christingle making. 


